GOA                                              119

sect, was at war with Egypt, Turkey, and most of the
orthodox Moslem world. Portugal and Persia, in alliance,
might between them annihilate the Turk. If the Shah would
operate from his side, D. Manuel could send forces to the
Levant, while Albuquerque took the Indian fleet to the
Red Sea; hemmed in thus, Egypt would be done for and
Turkey would collapse. All this he expounded at some length
in a letter to the Shah. He urged Ismail to send an ambassador
to Portugal to visit D. Manuel and come to some arrange-
ment: " Then if God wills that this alliance be concluded,
you could descend with all your power upon the town of
Cairo and the lands of the Soldan, and my Lord the King
would pass over to Jerusalem and conquer all the country
on that side . . ." So might the centuries-old crusaders'
dream have been fulfilled!

The Persian ambassador asked Albuquerque on the
Shah's behalf to induce the Moslems of Goa to embrace the
Shiah doctrine, but this he utterly refused to do. He had
promised them religious freedom, and to use pressure of any
kind would be to violate his word, a thing not done by Chris-
tian rulers.

To cement the friendship so auspiciously begun, the
Governor decided to send his own ambassador to Tabriz.
A certain Ruy Gomes was selected for this adventurous
undertaking, and got ready to accompany the Persian envoy
on his journey home.

The emissary from Ormuz was also interviewed. His
position must have been a little awkward. He had been
sent to Idalcan to apply for help against the Portuguese!
The attitude that he assumed was, on the whole, apologetic.
If Albuquerque but knew all, he said, he would reproach
his own men for what happened at Ormuz and not the blame-
less Cogeatar.

Albuquerque knew as well as anyone how far his men
were implicated in the business, but he was not so sure about
the vizier's maligned innocence. He graciously offered to
forgive the latter should his future conduct give no cause